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Fig. 2
The Dutch Colony 

of the Cape of 
Good Hope, 1795, 

(32.5 x 50cm).1 

(Reproduced 
courtesy of 

Barry Lawrence 
Ruderman 

Antique Maps).
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A map by L. S. De la Rochette

Roger Stewart

Historical and cartographic context
In 1488, Bartolomeu Diaz became the first European 
to discover and double the Cape of Storms, which 
later became known as the Cape of Good Hope. 
Arguably the first printed map dedicated to the 
Cape of Good Hope was published more than a 
century later in Theodor de Bry’s Petit Voyages: 
Warhafftige Abbildung des Busems Toffel Baije genannt 
(Map of the promontory commonly known as Cape 
of Good Hope). (Fig. 1)

It was 164 years after Diaz had discovered the 
Cape that Europeans settled on the shore of Table 
Bay, below Table Mountain. An earlier opportunity 
to settle arose in 1620, when Captains Andrew 
Shillinge and Humphrey Fitzherbert of the English 
East India Company, took ‘possession of the Bay of 
Saldania (Table Bay) … and of the whole continent 
near adjoining’ on behalf of King James I of England 
and also left behind a token of their annexation: a 
‘pile of stones on … King James his Mount’ (Signal 
Hill).2 (Fig. 3)

They returned to England with their signed claim 
of possession, thus pre-empting the captains of the 
Dutch, also anchored in Table Bay at the time, who 
had stated their intent to take possession of the land in 
the next year. However, neither King James nor the 
English East India Company took any action to claim 
possession. It was only in 1652, when England was 
embroiled in political turmoil and without a monarch 
that the Dutch quietly established a settlement in the 
territory rejected by King James. They understood 
the strategic importance of establishing a victualling 
station for the Dutch East India Company (VOC)3; 
for scurvy caused the death of more sailors on long-
haul voyages than all other causes combined.

Somewhat paradoxically, the next published map 
of the Cape was English, not Dutch, despite their 
occupancy of the area. A Draught of Cape Bona 
Esperanca (Fig. 3) was published in 1675 by John 
Seller in the third book of the English Pilot. Seller’s 
prospect of the early settlement captured the 
paradox: the English captains’ names for the 
mountains above Table Bay and symbols of the 
Dutch occupation: a fort and a flag.

However, this very inaccurate map, with its 

grossly distorted coastline, was based on one of two 
Dutch manuscript maps, a printed version of one 
being published much later (in 1726 by François 
Valentijn in Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien). These 
manuscript maps were Kaart van Saldanhabaai tot de 
Falsbaai (c.1664)4 and a similar a map with the same 
title by Johannes Vingboons.5 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, the 
English public had become increasingly interested in 
the Dutch Colony: Francis Masson’s plant specimens 
from the Colony were flourishing in the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew and Johann Reinhold 
Forster, the polymath naturalist on Captain James 
Cook’s the Resolution, had returned from the Colony 
in 1775 with live animals, animal skins and 
numerous drawings. The Dutch economy was in 
decline, as was the VOC. In 1781, the English 
attempted to capture the Colony but this aggressive 
move fizzled into a minor sea battle in Saldanha Bay 
to the north of Table Bay.6 The English captured 
five Dutch vessels, but not the Colony and also 

Fig. 1
The Latin 
edition of 
Theodor de 
Bry’s map of the 
Cape of Good 
Hope (1612).
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destroyed the Middelburg, the ship carrying François 
Le Vaillant’s first collection of specimens destined 
for France – a sight he witnessed with some distress 
from the shore of Saldanha Bay, near to where he 
had been hunting.

The time was ripe for a new English map to 
replace Seller’s inadequate map. The Dutch Colony at 
the Cape of Good Hope (Fig. 2) by L.S. de la Rochette 
(1731–1802) was first published in 1782. The 
importance of the map in the cartographic history 
of the Cape is captured in the title of an article  
in the Map Collectors’ Circle series: ‘The Cape  
of Good Hope 1782–1842 from De la Rochette  
to Arrowsmith’.7

At the time of publication, about 16,000 ‘free 
burghers’, a similar number of imported slaves and 
an unknown number of indigenous inhabitants 
were living in the Dutch Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope. Trekboere (pioneer farmers) had been 
moving away from the settlements near Table Bay 
in order to evade various commercial restrictions 
imposed on them by the VOC-run government.

The government followed the Trekboere, 
proclaiming additional magisterial districts. By 
1780, the colonial borders had extended far from 
Table Bay: about 800 km to the east, 500 km  
to the north and 700 km to the north-east.  
(Fig. 4) Despite the colony’s expansion, De la 
Rochette’s map was restricted to the more densely 
populated south-western area and the adjoining 
more sparsely populated area about 50 km further 
north. Nevertheless, the map filled a century-long 
void in English maps of the Cape of Good Hope and 
it marked the beginning of the important  
and long contribution of English civilian and 
military cartographers to the accurate mapping of 
southern Africa.

Cartobibliography
The Dutch Colony of the Cape of Good Hope was 
designed by Louis Stanislas de la Rochette and 
engraved by William Faden (1749–1836) who 
published it in 1782 as a broadsheet and later in his 
General Atlas. This landmark map was the first 

Fig. 3
Mount and 

Page’s edition 
(1732) of Seller’s 

1675 map.
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detailed English map of the Cape of Good Hope 
(loosely taken here to be the rectangular area on 
either side of the diagonal line joining Cape Hanglip 
(Hangklip today) in the south-east and St. Helena 
Bay (St. Helens Bay in Fig. 1) in the north-west. The 
map included the names of some of the first settlers 
in the area between Table Bay and the Hottentot 
Holland Mountains in the east, (c. 1675–1705). It 
showed the network of wagon roads in the Colony 
in the eighteenth century. It recorded the result of 
the first geodetic survey in the area, which was 

undertaken in 1752 by Nicolas Louis De Lacaille.
In 1795, De la Rochette and Faden made 

numerous corrections to place names and a few 
additions to their map when new information had 
reached the cartographers, soon after the Battle of 
Muizenberg in False Bay where the English 
successfully captured the Dutch Colony. The route 
marched by the victorious English army from 
Simon’s Bay, past Muizenberg, to Cape Town was 
drawn by hand in red on some of the 1795-updated 
maps. (Fig. 5) Today’s Main Road from Cape Town 
to Simonstown closely follows that route. 

The capture of the Cape had an unintended 
consequence that impoverished cartography: it led 
to the tragic suicide of Col. Robert Gordon, the 
Dutch cartographer of Scottish descent. He was also 
a naturalist and artist who, at the time of his suicide, 
was commander of the Dutch garrison; a few years 
earlier he had completed an enormous map of the 
region, but the English captors did not get to see it.9 

The importance of De la Rochette’s map and its 
update cannot be underestimated: when the English 
captured the Cape of Good Hope, they found no 
Dutch maps of significance – these had been 
removed and sent to the Netherlands where they 
were archived, only to be ‘discovered’ in 1950. This 
made the 1795 update all the more important. De la 
Rochette’s map must have been popular, because a 
German edition, Das Vorbirg der Guten Hofnung 
Verfasst von Herrn L. S. de la Rochette, was published 

Fig. 4 
Expansion 
of  the Dutch 
Colony at 
the Cape of 
Good Hope.8

Fig. 5
Detail of De la 
Rochette’s 1795 
map on which 
the route 
marched by
the victorious 
English army 
has been 
indicated in red.
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in Vienna by the prolific Franz Anton Schrämbl  
in 1789.

Anachronisms, such as the names of farmers who 
had been dead for decades, were retained on the 
1795 edition and De la Rochette and Faden created a 
new anachronism in their haste to publish the 
updated map: they did not change the name of the 
Dutch Colony to reflect the new English ownership. 

After Faden’s death, James Wyld Snr. took over 
the business and, for the 1825 edition, made two 
unimportant changes to place names on the map. 
He also removed the names of the designer and 
engraver of the original map and replaced Faden’s 
imprint with his own; he changed the title, wisely 
replacing ‘The Dutch Colony’, with something 
more neutral – ‘Cape District’. In 1825, the Colony 
was still in English hands, although it had reverted 
to the Dutch in 1803, under the Treaty of Amiens, 
only to be ceded back to the English in 1806. In 
1838, Wyld republished the 1825 edition of the map 
unaltered and, therefore, it retained the names of 
settlers who had been dead for more than a century. 
In the first half of the nineteenth century, John 
Barrow and then the Arrowsmiths and others 
published a number of maps of the rapidly expanding 
colony.10 By 1802, the De la Rochette map was 
relegated to a position of historical interest only. 

Models for De la Rochette’s map
The limited geographic extent of the first edition of 
the map probably was dictated by the few detailed 
printed maps of the Cape Colony available to De la 
Rochette. Francis Masson, a Scot working for the 
English Royal Gardens, had travelled extensively in 
the Cape of Good Hope of which an account was 
published in 1776 in the Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society, but he made no contribution 
to cartography. Anders Sparrman had also travelled 
extensively but his book, A Voyage to the Cape of Good 
Hope…, with map, Mappa Geographica Promontorii 
Bonae Spei wasn’t published until 1783 and then only 
in Swedish.11

De la Rochette seems to have used a number  
of maps as models, including the maps of Lacaille 
(1755) and Valentijn (1726) and the sea chart of  
Après de Mannevillette (1775-6). The result is a 
generally successful assembly of available cartographic 
information, although due to its eclectic nature, the 
map includes some inaccuracies, some anachronisms 
and even a non-existent island. 

The graticule, much of the topography and some 
of the toponymy of De la Rochette’s map south of 
St. Helena Bay comes from Lacaille’s CARTE du 
Cap de Bonne Espérance et de ses Environs. Lacaille had 
been to the Cape between 1751 and 1753 where he 
had travelled as far north as Piquetberg, a mountain 

about 25 km east of the middle of St. Helena Bay, in 
order to conduct the first geodetic survey in the 
Colony. Inside the right-hand neatline, De la 
Rochette reported Lacaille’s length of a degree of 
arc of the terrestrial meridian through Cape Town. 
He also included places associated with Lacaille’s 
geodetic triangles such as Capocberg, Klipfonteyn, 
Vyge Kraal and Nyle Kraal (which should be Uyle 
Kraal) and Groenekloof, today, the village of 
Mamre. De la Rochette also copied Lacaille’s 
erroneously elongated Saldanha Bay. It extends 
about 8 degrees too far south.

Valentijn’s map, Niuewe Kaart van Caap der Goede 
was an important source of information for De la 
Rochette for the area north of Piquetberg. Valentijn 
had visited the Cape four times between 1685 and 
1714, but had travelled less than 50 km from Cape 
Town and had not conducted any cartographic 
surveys. Nevertheless, he had received copies of the 
journals of journeys made to the north by Simon 
van der Stel (1685-6) and Johannes Starrenberg 
(1705). From their descriptions, Valentijn was able to 
locate some places, north of Saldanha Bay, which 
De la Rochette copied; the Tythouw river (now the 
Langvleirivier) was one such instance. The settlers’ 
names on De La Rochette’s map and some 
cartographic detail seem to have been copied mainly 
from Valentijn’s inset map, Kaart van de Caap der 
Goede Hoop. Valentijn had in turn copied some of 
the names from Johannes Loots’s scarce map, 
Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land-en Zee-Kaart (c. 1698). 
De la Rochette also copied from Valentijn the non-
existent Klipping Eyland in the north-west and the 
uncommonly named De Bergen van Norwegen, the 
mountains on the west of the southern Cape 
Peninsula, a name given by Peter Kolbe, the German 
astronomer and visitor the Cape in his book, Caput 
Bonae Spei Hodiernum, (1719).

One of the uncommon and historically interesting 
features of De la Rochette map is the network of 
roads. Much of the network south of the southern tip 
of Saldanha Bay seems to be derived from Valentijn’s 
Kaart van de Caap der Goede Hoop. Many of the roads 
were used in the late seventeenth century and some 
are still in use today. I have been unable to find a 
printed map that shows the roads further north and I 
suspect that De la Rochette ‘ joined the dots’ 
between the places he copied from Valentijn.

De la Rochette may have modelled his coastline 
on Lacaille’s map and Plan du Cap de Bonne Esperance 
et de ses Environs, the 1775 chart of Après de 
Mannevillette, the sailor–cartographer who had 
commanded the ship that took Lacaille to the Cape. 
The shape of De la Rochette’s False Bay is more 
accurate than that of Lacaille and De Mannevillette. 
De la Rochette added more coastal information  
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such as additional ocean depths, some small islands 
in Saldanha Bay and dangerous rocks near the 
peninsula. This information probably came from 
contemporary English sea charts; for example, a set 
of depths to the east of the peninsula are identical to 
those on an inset chart of False Bay in the Oriental 
Pilot, published in 1781 by Sayer and Bennett.12 De la 
Rochette also seems to have borrowed many of the 
details of Saldahana Bay from the Sayer and Bennet 
chart. In both instances, the bay extends too far south.

De la Rochette
Who was the magnificently named Louis Stanislas 
D’Arcy de la Rochette? When his name was 
engraved on his map of the Cape Colony, he was  
L.S. De la Rochette, not yet having adopted the name 
D’Arcy. His life has been the recent project of  
his descendants, who have unearthed tantalising 
snippets of information. 

As Louis Stanislas Gappian De la Rochette, he 
married a Huguenot refugee, Margaret Scalé on 2 
March 1756 in St. Martin in the Fields, London. Her 
brother was Peter Bernard Scalé, an engraver and 
cartographer. He appears to have married again, 
possibly before 1774, and it is thought that he took 
the name D’Arcy from this wife, but no one has yet 
discovered her identity (although her first name was 
Elizabeth). Two of their children who survived 
childhood are mentioned in memorial inscriptions 
published in Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica: 
Esther Margaret Elizabeth D’Arcy Delia Rochette 
(sic) and Edward Augustus D’Arcy (without the De 
la Rochette).13 Louis De la Rochette married a third 
time, on 14 June 1802 to Elizabeth Buchinger at St. 
George’s Hanover Square and, by this time, he had 
adopted the D’Arcy name. He died shortly after at 
his residence in Pimlico, London. Nothing seems to 
be known of De la Rochette’s background and 
training. He worked in the famous London 
cartography and publishing business owned by 
William Faden, previously by Thomas Jeffreys, and 
subsequently by three generations of Wylds. He also 
designed maps for the Bowles family of cartographers.

Conclusion
De la Rochette’s eclectic map of the Dutch Colony 
at the Cape of Good Hope filled a void in English 
cartography of the region. It was published four 
times between 1782 and 1838. The map was quite 
detailed and accurate and it recorded features and 
events that remain historically interesting. Despite  
a few inaccuracies and anachronisms, it was the  
first map in the significant contribution of the 
English to the accurate mapping of southern Africa, 
a contribution that lasted for more than one and a 
half centuries. 
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