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‘nIeuwe naauwkeurIge 
land- en Zee-kaart, van ... 

Caap de bonne esperanC[a]’
A little-known landmark map of the Cape of Good Hope 

in the seventeenth century
Roger Stewart

Almost fifty years ago, Ronald Vere Tooley dedicated 
an issue of the Map Collectors’ Circle to early printed 
maps and views of the Cape of Good Hope.1 Twenty-
five years later, Mieke Scholte conducted a detailed 
investigation into a set of four maps of the Cape  
of Good Hope that showed the eastward expansion 
of the young colony to beyond the sandy isthmus 
(today’s Cape Flats).2 Tooley’s selection did not 
include the earliest printed map in Scholte’s set: 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart, van 
het voornaamste Gedeelte der Kaffersche Kust, 
Begrypende de Sardanje-Bay en de Caap de Bonne 
Esperanc [sic] met alle des Zelfs Plantazien’ (hereafter 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’).3 (Fig. 1) 
This undated and anonymous map is very scarce, not 
well-known and is important for both its historical 
record and its pervasive influence on nineteenth-
century mapping of the Cape of Good Hope.

The map
This large (58 x 48 cm) Dutch map is #207 in Norwich’s 
Maps of Africa.4 The map was printed from copperplate 
with the additional engraved title above its top outer 
border of ‘Nova et Accurata Tabula Promontorii 
Bonae Spei, vulgo Cabo de Bona Esperança’ (New and 
Accurate Map of the promontory commonly known as 
the Cape of Good Hope). The verso is blank. 

The map’s title cartouche is written on folded 
drapery, one of the folds hiding the letter that may have 
been intended to follow ‘Esperanc’ (i.e. ‘Esperança’). 
Below this cartouche is a vignette of an African man 
holding a staff and seated on a carved stone block 
mounted on a pedestal with a lion-like animal on his 
right and a hyena-like animal on his left. Below the 
vignette is a key to the map symbols. 

The prime meridian of the graticule is Tenerife. 
The pentagonal fortress on the southern shore of 
Table Bay, incorrectly labelled ‘t Fort de Goede 
Hoop’,5 is at 34° 43’ S and 40° 30’ E, which is 

approximately 48’ too far south and 5° 56’ too far east; 
this fortress is the Castle of Good Hope that had been 
demolished two decades before the map was printed. 
Above the distance scale at the bottom left of the map 
is an engraved stone tablet with the heading Cabo de 
bona Esperança of Het Hoofd van Goeder Hoope. It records 
a concise history: ‘The Cape of Good Hope was 
discovered in 1486 by Bartholomew Dias, with a fleet 
of three ships, and which was named Tormentosa by 
him, because of the rough storms he had experienced: 
But Henry the second King of Portugal changed  
the name to Bona Eſperança. The Dutch East India 
Company is in possession.’ 

Below the south-eastern shore of the grossly 
misshapen Sardanje Bay (today known as Saldanha 
Bay) is a note that the bay is safer and more suitable for 
ships than Table Bay, but that there is a shortage of 
sweet water.6 A tiny town plan below Table Mountain 
shows the landing place in front of the fortification. 
South and east of Table Bay the map records the names 
of settlers who pioneered farming during the second 
eastward expansion of the colony, and the approximate 
location of some of their farms. The map shows the 
numerous rivers that flowed into Table and False Bays, 
of which only a few continue today as free-flowing 
rivers. The map also shows the wagon-roads of the 
time, the routes of many of which are still followed by 
main roads in today’s greater Cape Town. 

The southern, inland section of ‘Nieuwe 
Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ was derived from 
an untitled, anonymous manuscript map drawn c. 
1794.7 (Fig. 2 overleaf ) It is conserved as VEL 809 in 
the Dutch National Archives.8 The distorted coastline 
of the manuscript map is from ‘Kaart van Saldanhabaai 
tot de Falsbaai’ by Johannes Vingboons and copied on 
to ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’.9 
Printed versions of the Vingboons sea chart were also 
published in 1675 by John Seller,10 and in 1726 by 
François Valentijn.11  
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Publication Date
Oscar Norwich reasoned that ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’ was produced between 1688 and 
1702.12 Petrus Serton, the geographer who translated 
François Valentijn’s Beschryvinge van de Kaap der Goede 
Hoop,13 proposed that it was published between 1690 
and 1700 and settled on c. 1700.14  Scholte narrowed 
the range of publication date to between 1699 and 
1703, after she had analysed all the farms and owners 

on the map.15 Based on both Serton’s and Scholte’s 
reasoning the date of publication was 1699 – 1700. 

New insight on the publication date comes from 
François Valentijn, the theologian who visited the 
Cape on four occasions between 1685 and 1714.16 

Valentijn’s ‘Nieuwe Kaart van Caap der Goede Hoop’ 
includes an inset map, ‘Kaart van de Caap der Goede 
Hoop’ (Fig. 3) which is derived from the southern part 
of ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’.17

sprIng 2014 no. 136

Fig. 2
Manuscript VEL 809 was 
the model for the southern 
part of ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’. With 
permission of the National 
Archives of Netherlands. 

Fig. 3
François Valentijn’s 
inset map ‘Kaart van 
de Caap der Goede 
Hoop’, (22 x 35 cm) 
derived from 
‘Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’. 
Private collection.
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‘nIeuwe naauwkeurIge land- en Zee-kaart’

Valentijn identified the source of part of his map: 
‘the handsome drawing ... put at my disposal by 
Governor Willem Adriaan van der Stel ... [was] 
made just before arrival of H.[is] E.[xcellency], [on 
the map] one can see very plainly the plan of the 
town, together with its extensions outside the Table 
Bay’.18 Willem Adriaan van der Stel had been living 
in Amsterdam and arrived in Cape Town on the  
23 January 1699 to succeed his father Simon.19 The 
sea voyage from the Netherlands to Cape Town 
lasted about six weeks; therefore, it is reasonable to 
conclude that ‘Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ 
was published in 1698. 

Governor Simon van der Stel’s name is on VEL 
809 and not on ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en 
Zee-kaart’.20 His exclusion from the printed map is 
likely to have been based on knowledge within VOC 
circles that the governor’s successor had been 
appointed at the end of 1697.21 

Author
The Ottens brothers and Frederick de Wit have been 
suggested as possible authors of ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’.22 Convincing evidence of the 
mapmaker’s identity recently came to light from a 
seemingly unique assembly of sea charts. The 
anonymous ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-
kaart’ was amongst ten sea charts, mounted back to 
back, that recently were acquired by two map dealers, 
Barry Ruderman and Daniel Crouch;23 all the other 
charts in the collection bear the imprint of Johannes 
Loots to whom the maps should be attributed. 
Ruderman concluded that: ‘Given ... its appearance in 
this group of maps and the similarity in the engraving 
styles, we think that it is very likely that the chart was 
published by Johannes Loots’.24 

Johannes Loots (c. 1665 – 1726) was an instrument 
maker and publisher of marine books and charts,25 who 
worked out of his shop, De Jonge Lootsman (The Young 
Pilot) in Amsterdam. Loots sold some of his plates to 
the Van Keulens and after he died, his wife ran the 
business. She was assisted and later succeeded by her 
brother Isaac Swigters, who subsequently sold more 
plates to the Van Keulens.26 

It is not known who designed or engraved the map 
for Loots; possible candidates are surveyor and 
cartographer Claes de Vries and the engraver Antoni 
de Winter, who, at the time, were working closely 
with Loots.27 

Cartographical Influence
During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
printed maps of Southern Africa included mythical 
empires, cities, rivers and ‘elephants for want of 
towns’.28  The VOC (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie) 
produced many excellent manuscript maps until 1795, 
when the colony was lost to the English, and again 
between 1803 and 1806, when the colony was under 
Batavian rule. The vast majority of the VOC  
maps were kept secret and many were sent to the 
Netherlands, where they were archived and apparently 
forgotten until 1950, when Cornelis Koeman 
discovered them in the archives of the Netherlands 
Topographic Service, then based in Delft.29 The vast 
majority of the VOC maps therefore had no influence 
on printed maps of the region.

‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ is an 
exception, being one of the very few printed maps 
derived directly from VOC manuscripts. It is also the 
first printed map to attempt accurately to depict the 
interior of the Cape of Good Hope. Although of mixed 
nautical, geographical and historical accuracy and value, 
the map was widely used as a model in nineteenth-
century mapping of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The first derivative map of the southern part of 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ was 
‘Cabo de Bona Esperanca of Het Hooft van Goeder 
Hoope’. (Fig. 4, overleaf ) The derivative map is a 13 x 
23 cm inset on ‘Carte de l’Afrique Meridionale ou Pays 
entre la Ligne & le Cap de Bonne Esperance, et l’Isle de 
Madagascar’. The map was published in Amsterdam, 
first in c. 1710 by the widow of Nicolas Visscher; in  
c. 1740 by Henry de Leth; and finally, in 1792 by Jan 
Barend Elwe.30 The title of the inset is printed 
diagonally to the south and east of Table Bay, as it is on 
the source map (the title is also the headline on the 
stone tablet on the source map). 

The next derivative map was ‘Le Cap de Bonne 
Esperance’31 which was published between 1713 and 
1735, first in Leiden by Pierre van der Aa and then in 
Amsterdam by Covens and Mortier. The map was in 
turn the model for ‘Carta geographica del Cabo di 
Bona Speranza’ which was published in 1740 and 1750 
by Giambattista Albrizzi in Venice. Both were widely 
distributed and are well-known today.

Valentijn’s inset (Fig. 3) was not only derived from 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ but also 
served as a model for others, such as Balthazar Lakeman’s 
close copy, ‘Caarte van de Colonie van de Kaap’, 
published in Amsterdam in the posthumous Dutch 
translation of Peter Kolbe’s book on the Cape of Good 
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Hope.32 Kolbe’s (i.e. Lakeman’s) maps influenced in 
turn the production of third order derivatives by 
Jacques Nicolas Bellin. The full title of Bellin’s ‘Le 
pays des Hottentots aux Environs du cap de Bonne 
Esperance’ acknowledges that it is based on Kolbe’s 
maps: ‘Cette carte est dressée sur celles de Kolbe’. 
Bellin’s map was published in 1748 in both French 
and Dutch, widely distributed and is readily available 
to collectors. It covered a larger part of the colony 
than ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’, 
the interior of which was simplified and did not 
include much information on the second expansion of 
settlement; but it replicated the misshapen coastline 
in the south-west. The south-western part of a hybrid 
of Kolbe’s and Bellin’s maps was engraved for A New 
General Collection of Voyages and Travels (also known as 
the ‘Astley Collection’).33 The south-west part of 
Bellin’s ‘Le pays des Hottentots’ was repeated in his 
‘Carte du Pais des Hottentots’ which was the model 
for yet another engraving, the fourth order Italian 
derivative map by Vincenzo Formaleoni.34 

‘Paskaart van’t Zuydelykste gedeelte van Africa’ 
was published in 1735 and 1753 by Johannes Van 
Keulen II in Amsterdam.35 The south-western part of 
the ‘Paskaart’ clearly was influenced by Loots’s map, 
although it is not a close copy. The shape of the coastline 
in the south is similar, but Van Keulen corrected the 

shape of Saldanha Bay, although it is much too large. 
Some of the interior information in the south is  
taken from ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-
kaart’ or one of the early derivatives; for example, the 
misplacement of Constantia between Table Mountain 
and Lion’s Head, instead of south of Table Mountain. 

‘Ager Promontorii Bonae Spei’ is a 13 x 12 cm 
inset on Tobias Lotter’s ‘Africae Pars Meridionalis 
cum Promontorio Bonae Spei’ which was produced 
by Lotter and Homan Heirs in 1778 in Germany.36 
The inset is de-cluttered by the use of a table of 
numbered place names, yet it is clearly based on 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ or one 
of its derivatives.

In designing ‘The Dutch Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope’,37 L.S. de la Rochette drew on Lacaille’s 
accurate graticule, but used ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’, possibly via Valentijn’s map, as 
the model on his outdated south-western interior. De 
la Rochette’s map was published five times from 1782 
until 1835, first by Faden and then by the Wylds.38 

In summary, maps derived from ‘Nieuwe 
Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ were produced 
from 1710 until 1782 in The Netherlands, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Italy and Britain. (Fig. 5) The last 
derivative map was printed in 1838 by James Wyld, 
140 years after Loots’s map was published. 
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The next map to have a similarly pervasive influence 
on mapping of the south-western corner of Cape of 
Good Hope was Nicolas-Louis de Lacaille’s ‘Carte du 
Cap de Bonne Esperance et de ses Environs’ first 
published in 1755.39 John Barrow’s ‘General Chart of 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope’, published in 
1801, was the next highly influential printed map, but 
of a much expanded colony.40 

Historical importance
 ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ is not 
only of cartographical importance, it is of historical 
importance from a number of perspectives. It was 
the first printed map to depict a non-mythical 
interior of the Cape of Good Hope; it captured the 
eastward expansion of the colony across the sandy 
isthmus; it was the first printed map of the Cape of 
Good Hope to use the name Hottentot and to locate 
the areas in which these indigenous people lived; it 
provided a concise history of the discovery and 
naming of the Cape of Good Hope and it explained 
why Saldanha Bay, a better harbour than Table Bay, 
was not the site of the first Dutch settlement; finally, 
it was the first map to record a feature of the unique 
Cape Floristic Region.

The first eastward expansion beyond the settlement’s 
fort started in 1657, five years after the Dutch settled at 

the Cape. A few free burghers were granted farms on 
the banks of the Liesbeeck River, below the eastern 
cliffs of Table Mountain (see area P on Fig. 6).41 The 
distributed plots of land were featured on VEL 809 
and in 1682 were first depicted on a printed map on 
the uncommon ‘Caerte van de Cabo de Bona 
Esperanca’ by Johan Nieuhoff. The distributed land, 
denoted by rather crude blocks of ‘Uytgedeelte lant’, 
was omitted in the map’s 1704 English edition, ‘A 
Mapp of the Cape of Good Hope with its true 
Situation’, published in Awnsham and Churchill’s 
Collection of Voyages.42 

‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ was 
the second map to record the first expansion of the 
colony, as Plantaſsie van Ruſtenburg, which was only  
one of the new farms beside the Liesbeeck River; 
however, it is the first printed map to record the second 
eastward expansion of the colony which started in 
1679, signalling the increasing freedom of settlers 
from the tight control of the VOC. 

Most of the new farms recorded on the map were in 
areas of Stellenbosch and Franschhoek (see S and F in 
Fig. 6). The majority of these farms still exist today, 
while nearly all of the land granted beside the Liesbeeck 
River is now part of the Cape Town’s suburban sprawl. 
During the second expansion, more land was also 
granted west of the sandy isthmus (see P in Fig. 6); 

Opposite page
Fig. 4 
 ‘Cabo de Bona Esperanca of 
Het Hooft van Goeder Hoope’, 
the first derivative map of 
 ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’. With 
permission from Holger 
Christoff & Co. GmbH.

Right
Fig. 5 
The pervasive influence of 
Loots’ ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige 
Land- en Zee-kaart’ can be 
seen in this family tree.

‘nIeuwe naauwkeurIge land- en Zee-kaart’
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these grants were much less important than the grants 
50 km to the east of Cape Town which set the scene 
for the gradual further expansion of the colony 
beyond the Hottentots Holland Mountains. 

The first printed map to attempt to identify the 
indigenous inhabitants and the areas in which they 
lived was the small, crude map made by the Jesuit 
priest and astronomer Guy Tachard who visited the 
Cape in the 1680s,43 but who did not travel inland. 
‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart’ is the 
first known printed map to use the term Hottentot and 
indicated on a map, for the first time, some of the land 
inhabited by the Hottentotten. The term was coined in 
the 1670s and by the eighteenth century was quite 
widely used on maps of the Cape of Good Hope. 

It is also the first printed map to record the 
distribution of the most endangered phytogeographical 
area within the small, but richly diverse, Cape Floristic 
Region. Renoster-Bossen is written diagonally across 
34° 20’S, and the shrubs are represented as a number of 
discrete clusters. (Fig. 1) This cartographic record is an 
important and most unusual milestone in the mapping 
of South Africa and in the history of its botanical 
discoveries.44  Simon van der Stel’s expedition in 1685, 
to the Copper Mountains in Namaqualand, yielded 

drawings of plants and animals and also a journal,45 

which probably reached the Netherlands in 1686.46  
Van der Stel’s journal specifically mentions the 
Renosterbos (Elytropappus rhinocerotis), one of the oldest 
vernacular names of a Cape plant, which is named for 
its association with Black Rhinoceros (Diceros bicornis; 
Renoster in Dutch and Afrikaans). Rhinoceroses were 
found in the Renosterveld, where they possibly grazed 
on the relatively nutritious Renosterbos, the dominant 
shrub in the Renosterveld.47 The governor did more 
than allude to the Renosterbos and its association with 
the fierce animal; his journal records that he was 
charged and nearly struck by a rhinoceros that had 
been enraged by a gunshot. 

Scarcity
Serton concluded that ‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- 
en Zee-kaart’ ‘apparently enjoyed wide distribution’.48 
However, Scholte found examples of the map only in 
the Dutch and Cape Archives and in the Teylers 
Museum in Haarlem, in the Netherlands, in a 
beautifully coloured copy of the Atlas major, published  
by R. and J. Ottens.49 

It seems that Scholte was not aware of the 
unbound map #207 in the Norwich collection in 

Fig. 6. 
Second phase of the 
eastward expansion of the 
Cape Colony across the 
sandy isthmus (‘t Vlakte, 
i.e. the Cape Flats). Each 
lower case letter represents 
a land grant made between 
1679 and 1712.
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South Africa,50 probably because the first edition of 
Norwich was published in 1983, shortly before her 
articles were published. WorldCat, which was not 
available to Scholte, lists four more extant examples 
of the map: the British Library has two; the National 
Library of France has one; the map in the Bavarian 
State Library is numbered 87. The last is bound in 
volume 4 of Atlas maior sive collectio mapparum variis 
autoribus by the Ottens brothers and published in 
1721 by Covens and Mortier.51 

I also found three unbound copies of the map in 
South Africa, in addition to the map in the Cape 
Archives: in the National Library of South Africa;52 a 
private collection and the Brenthurst Library which 
has an example that was attractively coloured, possibly 
by the Ottens brothers.53 (Fig. 1)

Conclusion
Recent information has lifted some of the veil of 
mystery over the undated and unsigned ‘Nieuwe 
Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart van ... Caap de 
Bonne Esperanc’. The map is one of the very few 
printed maps derived directly from secret VOC maps 
of the Cape of Good Hope. It almost certainly was 
produced in 1698 by Johannes Loots in Amsterdam. 
This very scarce and historically important map of the 
Cape of Good Hope influenced numerous eighteenth-
century cartographers in at least six countries (Fig. 5). 
A surprising insight from its analysis is the significant 
influence of Valentijn’s uncommon, derivative map of 
the Cape of Good Hope and its inset.

‘Nieuwe Naauwkeurige Land- en Zee-kaart van ... 
de Caap de Bonne Esperanc’ is one of the most 
important landmarks in the mapping of the Cape of 
Good Hope.
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