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TABV NOVA PARTIS APHRI 

 

Lorenz Fries / Martin Waldseemüller, 1535 (1522) 

 

 
Map image from Barry Ruderman www.RareMaps.com 

 

The map 

 

The map was printed from a woodblock; it is 42.5 X 30.5 cm.  The title and scrollwork 

above the map make this the 1535 publication by Melchior & Gaspar Treschel in Lyons. 

 

This is the first printed map of Southern Africa reasonably available to collectors.  This 

particular map is the Laurent Fries reduction of the map by Martin Waldseemüller, a 

German priest and cartographer that was an appendix to the Ptolemy.   

 

The map is considered to be “one of the most important maps in the Ptolemy of 1513”; 

these were “evidently based on the surveys undertaken during the first two voyages of 

Vasco de Gama”.   The 1513 map was devoid of decorative elements (plate 90 in 

Tooley1). 

 

http://www.raremaps.com/
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The map appears identical to Map 105 in Norwich2 who wrote ”The map now has three 

kings on their thrones, an elephant and two serpents next to a sugarloaf mountain, while 

the King of Portugal rides a bridled sea monster on the Mare Prassodum, holding the 

banner of Portugal in his right hand and the sceptre in his left.  Mountains have been 

added and rivers appear south of the Mountains of the Moon.”  The Latin text near the 

equator states that "this part of ancient Africa remains unknown".  Above this text are the 

mountains of the moon (still so named today) from which the Nile was thought, at that 

time, to arise.  Near Madagascar in the Mare Prassodum (old name for the Indian 

Ocean) is the King of Portugal.  In the top right is a depiction of Prester John, a mythical, 

benign Christian ruler who was thought to live in one of the three "Indias"; when the 

European explorers couldn't find him in the other two, they conclude he must live 

on "Æthiopia".  There are two other images of Prester John.  The verso has only the 

number 38.   

  

 

The Cast 

 

Martin Waldseemüller, was born in 1470 at Randolfzell on the Bodensee; he died in 

1518.  He was from the Alsatian school of geography.   In 15 13, Waldseemüller, 

Philesius Ringmann and Walter Lud produced and edition of Ptolemy with the 27 ancient 

maps and 20 maps based on contemporary knowledge.  He and Rigmann are credited 

with the naming of America.  His famous world map of 1513 was "lost" for a long time 

until a copy was "found" again in 1901 in a castle in Wolfegg in southern Germany, by 

Joseph Fischer.  It now hangs in the Library of Congress in Washington D.C, which 

bought it in 2001. 

 

 
   

Laurenz (Laurent) Fries was a French physician and mathematician born ca.1485 in 

Mulhouse. He settled in Strasburg where he met the publisher Johannes Grüninger, an 

associate of Walter Lud, Martin Ringmann and Martin Waldseemüller.  He became 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wolfegg&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Joseph_Fischer_%28priest%29&action=edit
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interested in the Ptolemy Atlas of 1513 and 1520.    Fries evidently edited the maps, in 

most cases simply producing a reduction of the equivalent map from the 1513 edition of 

the Geographie Opus Novissima, printed by Johann Schott.  There is no evidence that 

Fries was a woodcutter; nevertheless, he had new woodcut maps made in reduced size, 

possibly in Grüninger’s workshop. His Ptolemy Atlas was published first in 1522, re-

issued in 1525, 1535 and 1541 – see note below for the distinguishing features of the 

map of southern Africa in these various editions.   

 

Fries returned to writing medical texts in 1525; Grüninger died in 1531and Fries in 1532.  

After Grüninger's death, the business was continued by his son Christoph, who sold the 

materials for the Ptolemy to two Lyons publishers, the brothers Melchior and Gaspar 

Trechsel, who published a joint edition in 1535 in which the map above was printed.   

 

The woodcut border and scrollwork on the map are by the artists & woodcutters Hans 

Holbein the younger (image below) and Urs Graf.  The text on the verso of some of the 

maps is flanked by ornate woodblock designs, which are also said to be the work of 

Holbein & Graf.  Holbein went to London for some time; he was active in the court of 

Henry VII where, inter alia, he painted portraits of some of the wives of Henry VIII and 

also of Thomas Moore.  Graf invented white line woodcut technique; he was also a 

mercenary soldier and often in conflict with the law.   

 

 
 

For the text of 1535 Fries' edition Michael Servetus edited the text written by Wilibald 

Pirckheimer for the previous, 1525, edition of the Geographia.  Servetus was Miguel 

Serveto (also known as or by the pseudonym Michel de Villeneuve), a Spanish priest, 

Servetus was also a physician and scientist; he made a significant contribution to the 

understanding of the circulation of the blood through the lungs (concluding that the lungs 

must have a special function).  
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He had heretical views; he was condemned on two counts, for spreading and preaching 

anti-Trinitarianism and anti-paedobaptism.  After having escaped from prison he was 

recognised at a church service in Geneva.  After first pleading for Servetus to be 

executed by decapitation, John Calvin, the reformist, had him "slow burned" at the stake 

in 1553 outside Geneva.  "Servetus' ashes will cry out against him (Calvin) as long as 

the names of these two men are known in the world" (The Heretics, p 328). 

 

 
Reformation wall at the University of Geneva, founded by Calvin. 

 

The editions of this map 

 

 Richard Betz3 kindly provided the following guidelines for dating the various editions of 

the map “mostly based on Tooley and on Karrow”: 

  

1522 (Tooley’s Plate 911) 

Title:  woodcut lettering above map in scroll (banderole) "Il Tabula 

moderna Aphrice" 

Published by Johannes Grüninger in Strasbourg  

Verso:  Decorated with two ornate architectural columns with kings on a balcony 

and kneeling angels holding lighted candles, and a large central woodblock of an 

African hoeing. 

  

1525 

Title:  no title above map 

Published by Grüninger in conjunction with Johannes Koberger 

Verso:  "Tab. Mo. Primae partis Aphricae".  Broad left hand column with the initial 

"G" between dividers at the base of the column; a narrow pillar on the right and 

two cherubs with a bowl of fruit at foot. 
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1535 (Norwich’s map 1052) 

Title:  letterpress lettering above map "Tabv. Nova Partis Aphri" 

Published in Lyons by Melchior and Gaspar Treschel 

Verso:  Blank, except for the number 38 

  

1541 

Title:  letterpress above map and not with scroll "Tabula nova partis Africae"  

Published by Gaspar Treschel in Vienna 

  

 

 Roger Stewart 

 

Bibliography: 

1. Collectors’ Guide to Maps of The African Continent and Southern Africa.  R.V.  

Tooley, London, Carta Press 1969. 

2. Norwich’s Maps of Africa, 2nd Ed (Editor J. Stone), Norwich, Vermont, Terra Nova 

Press, 1983.      

3. Richard Betz; Personal Communication (http://www.betzmaps.com/index.html ). 

http://www.betzmaps.com/index.html

