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ABSTRACT 

The United Dutch East India Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie or VOC in Dutch, 

literally meaning "United East Indian Company") was a chartered company which was active in the 

Asian trade from 1602 until 1795.  During this period, cartographers in the service of the VOC 

produced numerous maps of the coasts of southern Africa and of the VOC settlement at the Cape. 

Amongst map historians, the majority of these charts, maps and drawings are well-known and well 

documented.  What is perhaps less known,  is that the Dutch National Archives holds  an important 

collection of pioneering VOC manuscript maps of the interior of the Cape Colony on which very 

little has been published. 

When the Cape of Good Hope fell into British hands for the first time in 1795, Britain believed that 

no Dutch cartography of the Cape or of the interior of the country existed.  This belief held until 1950 

when a large number of manuscript maps of the Cape was discovered in the archives of the Dutch 

Topographic Service at Delft in the Netherlands.  This paper deals with a selection of the 

topographical maps found in 1950 which is here discussed with regard to their origin, style, accuracy 

and completeness.  

INTRODUCTION 

The United Dutch East India Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie or VOC  in Dutch, 

literally "United East Indian Company") was a chartered company which was established on 20 

March 1602 when the States-General of the Netherlands  granted it an initial 21-year monopoly  to 

undertake  trading between the Cape of Good Hope and the Strait of Magellan. At the height of its 

power in the 17
th
 and 18

th
 centuries, the VOC was the greatest commercial concern in the world. It 

was also arguably the world's first megacorporation, possessing quasi-governmental powers, 

including the ability to wage war, negotiate treaties, coin money and establish colonies.  Between 

1602 and 1796 the VOC eclipsed all its rivals in the Asian trade and enjoyed huge profits from its 

spice monopoly in the East. The VOC's territories in the East which became the Dutch East Indies 

were expanded over the course of the 19th century to include the whole of the Indonesian 

archipelago, and in the 20th century would become Indonesia. 

In 1652 the VOC founded a refreshment station at the Cape of Good Hope for the scurvy-ridden 

crews of its fleets plying between Europe and Asia.  The officials making decisions for the VOC, the 

so-called ‘Lords Seventeen’  or Heren XVII, did not intend for the settlement at Table Bay to be an 

independent economic or political entity.  The Company was  a commercial firm and the ownership 

of overseas territories was by no means the object of the VOC . The first persons of European 

extraction at the Cape were all employed in the direct service of the VOC.  The Company, however, 
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soon decided that  it would be more lucrative to grant some of the VOC servants the status of free 

citizens (free burghers) and offer them tracts of land. These farmers could then produce agricultural 

goods at their own cost and sell their products to the VOC which was the only buyer.  As stock-

farming  proved to be both easier and more economical than tilling the land,  many free burghers 

soon switched to cattle and sheep farming.  Known as  trekboers (migrating farmers), these 

pastoralists gradually settled further and further away from the settlement at Table Bay in search of 

better grazing for their herds. 

Due to the Mediterranean type semi-arid climate resulting in poor grazing, the expansion of the 

settlement followed two main directions: northward between the west coast and the mountain ranges 

running parallel to the Atlantic Ocean  and eastward along the foothills of the east-west mountain 

ranges. In the 1680s the European population of  the Cape was boosted when some 180 French 

Huguenots arrived. To provide in the need for manual labour, slaves were imported from the Dutch 

east Indies, Madagascar and Mozambique.
1
 When the VOC period officially came to a close in 1795, 

frontier of the whote pastoral settlement  had shifted as far as the Buffels River in the north and the 

Fish River in the east (see Figure 1). 

                    

Figure 1:    Expansion of stockfarmers or trekboers from 1700 until 1780. (Source: Giliomee, H. & 

Mbenga, B. 2007. A new history of South Africa. Cape Town: Tafelberg. Copyright for this image by 

Tafelberg Publishers.)\ 

 

CARTOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE  

Dutch cartographical knowledge of the coast of southern Africa  was initially based on Portuguese 

sources (see Figure 2).  In 1596 this body of knowledge was considerably strengthened by the 

publication of Van Linschoten’s Itinerario
2
 which contained a wealth of navigational information. In 

1597-98, the first Dutch fleet under Cornelis Houtman reached India via the Cape.  In the first half of 

the 17
th
 century the publication of various Dutch coastal charts and maps of the coastline of southern 

Africa indicated that the cartographers of the VOC were steadily building up their own cartographic 
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database to assist sailors attempting the treacherous waters of the south Atlantic and Indian Oceans 

(see Figure 3). 

 

 
 

Figure 2 (above):  Manuscript map of the south-western coast of Africa by João Albernaz II, 
c. 1680 (Groote Schuur Collection no 50, Cape Town.  Size: 64 x 44 cm.  Copyright for this 
image by the South African Heritage Resource Agency). 

 
Figure 3 (right):  Paskaarte van de Zuyd-west-kust van Africa; van Cabo Negro tot beoosten 
Cabo  de Bona Esperança, by Pieter Goos, c. 1670. Size: 29 x 52 cm. 

Knowledge of the coastline did not imply knowledge of the interior, and the early settlers at the Cape 

had no knowledge of what could not been seen from the coast.  Throughout the late 16
th
 and early 

17
th
 century, influential Dutch cartographers such as Ortelius, Mercator, Blaeu, Hondius, etc., 

published maps of Africa  and southern Africa which depicted mythical and imaginary features such 

as the gold mines of the Empire of Monomotapa, the river Spirito Sancto, and the cities of Vigiti 

Magna, Samot and Camissa.  The early settlers considered these places to be real and as late the 

1680s, regular expeditions were sent out to locate them. It was only by the end of the 17
th
 century 

when all these expeditions had returned empty-handed, that the VOC gradually realized that these 

places did not exist. 
3
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early maps of the Cape either depict the area around Table Bay, or the stretch along the west coast 

between the Cape and Saldanha Bay.  Maps of the interior would only follow later when the country 

beyond the mountains surrounding the settlement became better known.  Throughout the VOC 

period expeditions were sent out both northward and eastward to explore the interior and investigate 

the possibility of trade with the indigenous peoples. Not all these expeditions produced maps but 

some did and, for the purposes of this paper, seven VOC maps which could be considered 

“overview” maps of the interior or parts of thereof, are discussed. Before doing so it might however 

be appropriate to explain  why the VOC cartography of the Cape, as opposed to the Company’s maps 

of for instance the East Indies or Australia, remained unknown for long. 

                       

             Figure 4: 18
th
 century Cape land diagram (Copyright for this image by L F Braun). 

From the very beginning of the settlement at the Cape, the VOC made the allocation of land to free 

burghers subject to cadastral registration (see Figure 4).  The official position of Land Surveyor was 

created in 1657 and land surveyors were employed throughout the company era. It is not clear 

whether map-makers also held an official position at the Cape. It is more likely that this function was 

combined with other work according to need. Apart from surveyors and map-makers, the VOC also 

employed military engineers who were active in the compilation of engineering drawings, building 

plans and topographic maps. Although cartographic work was carried out throughout the 18
th
 

century, it was especially during the governorship of Jacob Cornelis van de Graaff that Cape 

cartography reached a level of professional excellence comparable to that of the motherland. Van de 

Graaff was an expert in the field of military fortifications and during the Napoleonic wars of the 

1780s, he was ordered to the Cape to improve the military defence systems. He implemented 

extensive new cartographic projects at the Cape which resulted in a large collection of maps and 

plans.  To prevent them from falling into the hands of the English, he took many maps, charts and 

plans produced during his term of officewith him when he left in 1791. When Britain took 

possession of the Cape in 1795, the British authorities found no maps amongst the remaining Dutch 

documents, a situation which led to the belief that the interior had been left unmapped by the VOC. 

This erroneous conclusion remained in place until 1950 when Cornelis Koeman discovered Van de 

Graaff’s collection of manuscript maps of the Cape in the Archives of the Topografische Dienst in 

Delft. 
4
  

Compiled by specialist cartographers, many of the VOC maps of the Cape are of an excellent quality.  

As they are manuscript maps and were unknown for so long, they have not as yet received the 
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attention they merit.
5
  The fact that most of them are 

of an exceptionally large  size and therefore difficult 

to photograph, also prevented  them from becoming 

more widely known.   The recent publication of a 

well-produced Dutch atlas in which digital images 

of these maps are produced
6
 should do much to 

improve this situation. 

CLAUDIUS’ MAP OF GOVERNOR VAN 

DER STEL’S JOURNEY TO THE 

“COPPER MOUNTAINS”, 1685  

Rumours that an indigenous Khoisan tribe, the 

Namaqua, who allegedly lived to “the North and 

West of the Cape”, was rich in copper, first reached 

the first commander of the Cape, Jan van Riebeeck  

in 1657.
7
  Between 1659 and 1663 seven successive 

expeditions were dispatched to the country of the 

Namaqua to look for riches such as copper, gold 

and pearls, none of them successful.
8
  In April 1682 

the interest in copper flared up again when it was 

reported that some Namaqua, to whom “the river of 

Vigiti Magna… was known”
9
, visited the Fort at 

Table Bay and brought pieces of good quality 

copper with them.  In October of that year an 

expedition was sent out under Ensign Olof Bergh, 

and another the following year, also under his 

command.
10

  Both expeditions penetrated far into 

Namaqualand, but till could not reach the source of 

the copper.  

Figure 5: Simon van der Stel’s journey to the 

Copper Mountains, 1685. (Source:  Wilson, M.L. 

(ed.). 2002. Codex Witsenii. Cape Town: 

IzikoMuseums. Copyright for this image by 

IzikoMuseums, Cape Town). 

In 1685 the Commander, Simon van der Stel
11

 decided to lead an expedition to the so-called “Copper 

Mountains” himself. The expedition, consisting of 60 men, ventured out on 25 August 1685 and 

reached the mountains near the present-day Springbok on 21 October where they dug ore and 

surveyed the surrounding area
12

 (see Figure 5). The expedition returned to the Cape on 26 January 

1686.  The ore samples were sent to the Netherlands to be assayed, but were found to be of low 

grade, yielding as little as 7.5-11,5% of copper.
13

 This, together with the mountains’ distance from 

the Cape and the difficulty of transporting the ore, caused the possibility of mining the copper to be 

abandoned. Although not an economic success, the expedition nevertheless gathered valuable 

information on the natural environment as described in Van der Stel’s Journal, a copy of which was 

sent to the Netherlands.  The drawings of plants, insects, reptiles and animals made by the 

apothecary and artist Heinrich Claudius, who was a member of the expedition, still count amongst 

South Africa’s most valuable historical artifacts.
14

 To geographers and cartographers it is, however,  
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his map of Van der Stel’s journey
15

 which is important (see Figure 6a).  This map depicts the most 

important rivers and mountain ranges between the Cape and the Copper Mountains.  The route 

               

Figure 6a (left):   Hendrik Claudius’ map of Van der Stel’s journey.  Copyright for 

this image by the Dutch National Archives, 4 Vel 851). 

Figure 6b  (right):  A copy of Claudius’ map, presumably drawn by the Jesuit priest 

and astronomer Guy Tachard.
16

  Copyright for this image by the Bibliotheque 

Nationale, Paris. Pf. 114, Division 2, P.1). 
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outwards is indicated by a red line, and a yellow line marks the way back.  A total of 26 important 

topographic features are numbered and named in the legend and a red monogram situated close to 

Table Bay certifies Claudius as the author.  Although the map was probably never used for 

topographical purposes, it marked an important step forward in the gathering of geographical 

information about the interior of the country. 

WENTZEL’S MAP OF BEUTLER’S EXPEDITION 1752 

On 19 February 1752 the first VOC-sponsored expedition, ordered by Governor Ryk Tulbagh, left 

the castle at the Cape for the eastern part of the country to investigate this region’s possibility for 

development. The expedition  consisting of 71 people, was led by Ensign August Frederik Beutler 

with Carel Albregt Haupt as official diarist, Carel David Wentzel as surveyor and cartographer, and 

Pieter Clement as assistant surveyor.
17

  Beutler’s company travelled past the present Port Elizabeth 

and East London and penetrated the area beyond the Kei River as far as the present Butterworth. 

This alone was a remarkable achievement considering that trekboer settlement had by then only 

reached the vicinity of Mossel Bay. The expedition lasted more than 8 months and the carefully 

maintained journal provided valuable information on the topography, climate, vegetation and 

inhabitants of the Eastern Cape. What was also important, was that the journal recorded in writing 

much that had previously depended on hearsay. 

 

The map of Beutler’s route as produced by Wentzel
18

 depicts a compass-traverse of over 1 000 km 

outward-bound and is drawn on a sheet of paper 2.5 m in length (see Figure 7).  It shows the route of  

 

 
 

Figure 7:  C.D. Wentzel’s map of Beutler’s journey, 1752. (Copyright for this image by 

the Museum Africa, Johannesburg). 

 

the expedition with extraordinary detail between a considerable number of points which can today be 

identified with fair certainty. According to Forbes
19

 there are few points the position  of which is 

likely to be in error further than 8 km, a remarkable feat considering the existing knowledge and 

instruments of the day. What is obvious from a close inspection of the map, is that points in the far 

eastern part are generally mapped west and north of their correct positions (see Figure 8). These 

errors were initially ascribed to an excess correction for magnetic variation,
20

 but according to 

Forbes
21

 this phenomenon should be ascribed to a much simpler reason. After studying both the map 
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and Haupt’s journal, he concluded that Wentzel purposefully compressed the detail towards the 

eastern margin of his map so as not to challenge the authority of the established cartographers of his 

time. All standard maps of that period showed southern Africa much narrower than it actually was
22

, 

which meant that the solar observations made by his assistant Clement put the farthest point from the 

Cape, reached by the expedition, out at sea.  Unwilling to contest the authority of the existing small-

scale maps of Africa, Wentzel decided to ignore Clement’s values and to plot the route to the west of 

the observed coordinates.  

 

                   
 

Figure 8:   Wentzel’s map (in red) superimposed on a modern map of South Africa.   

(Source: Koeman: Tabulae Geographicae, p.44. Copyright for this image by URU-

Explokart Research Group, University Utrecht). 

 

Although Beutler’s expedition cannot be seen as a necessary prelude to the settlement of the Eastern 

Cape, it certainly contributed to the extension of the official administration of these territories. The 

fact that Beutler planted a beacon on the shores of Algoa Bay bearing the VOC monogram, 

established the Company’s dominion at least as far east as that point. This action in itself, might have 

prevented the French from establishing a colony there during the 1790s. 

 

 

C F BRINK’S MAP OF THE JOURNEY OF CAPTAIN HENDRIK HOP INTO 

NAMAQUALAND, 1761-62 

 

In 1761 the VOC sent an official expedition under Captain Hendrik Hop northwards to investigate 

the possibilities of trade with the indigenous tribes and to report on the feasibility of mining the 

copper located by Van der Stel.  Carl Friedrich Brink accompanied the expedition as surveyor, map 

maker and journalist.  Brink, who had arrived in the Cape from Berlin in 1758, was at that stage 

Assistant-Surveyor and Map Maker in service of the VOC.  With regard to the Namaqualand 

expedition, he was instructed to draw a “suitable map of the undiscovered unknown country and 

keep a journal of daily occurrences”.
23

 The expedition also had to be on the lookout for a “certain 

animal that has never been known in this country” 
24

 which could presumably be used as a beast of 

burden. The journey lasted from July 1761 until April 1762. Like Wentzel’s map of Beutler’s 

expedition, the information on Brink’s map was considered secret with the result that his map 
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remained in manuscript form
25

  (see Figure 9a). Brink’s journal was published in Amsterdam in 

1758. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 9a (left):  Brink’s map of Hop’s journey into Namaqualand, 1761-62. (Copyright for this 

image by Dutch National Archives,  map  4.JSF.2.) 

Figure 9b (right):  The same map as corrected by Van de Graaff in 1785 (Source: 

Koeman, Tabulae Geographicae…, PL. III. Copyright for this image by URU-Explokart 

Research Group, University Utrecht). 

 

On 16 August 1761 the exploring party consisting of 85 people, set off from the Olifants River 

(situated   km north of the Cape), crossed the Orange River (now called the Gariep River) into what 

is now Namibia, and moved northwards towards the present Keetmanshoop in Namibia. They met 

with various Namaqua tribes, but by 6 December 1761 the constant lack of water and the difficult 

terrain and heat made them decide to turn back. Although Hop had no existing map to follow, Brink 

mapped the route of the expedition with sufficient precision to enable the present reader to identify 

most of its details with confidence today. The map measures 190 x 98 cm on a scale of 

approximately 1 : 350 000 and the route of the expedition is indicated by a red line. Because the 

expedition did not travel along the coast, the coastline initially plotted was presumably taken from an 

existing small-scale chart and is therefore altogether wrong.
26

 The mouth of the Orange River is for 
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instance  shown as a deep bay called “Angra das Voltas”. An interesting feature of the drawing of the 

coastline is that various corrections were made at a later stage.  These corrections which agree more 

accurately with the actual situation also appear on the map. Obviously being on the lookout for the 

“unknown animal”, Brink also included drawings of a giraffe, a zebra, a lion and a horse on his map. 

 

MAP OF THE ROUTE ALONG WHICH SWELLENGREBEL TRAVELLED,  

1876-77  
 

Hendrik Swellengrebel, the son of a former governor of the Cape, belonged to an aristocratic Dutch 

family. When visiting the Cape in 1776-77, he undertook several journeys into the interior. His first 

journey was to Saldanha and St Helena Bay on the west coast.  His second journey took him 

eastwards from Stellenbosch across the Great Karroo to the Great Fish River, whereas his third 

journey was towards the north and the estuary of the Olifants River.
27

  The remarkably accurate map 

which depicts Swellengrebel’s routes
28

 is considered to be the “first reasonably accurate general 

map”
29

 of the entire spread of the area settled by white pastoralists in the second half of the 18
th
 

century (see Figure 10). The courses of the main rivers and mountain ranges are depicted  

 

 
 

Figure 10:  Map of Swellengrebel’s journey to the Eastern Cape, 1779  (Koeman:   

Tabulae Geographicae…, PL. V. Copyright for this image by URU-Explokart Research 

Group, University Utrecht). 

 

relatively correctly and are placed within the graticule with as much accuracy as could be expected from 

an exploratory survey conducted at that time.  Although the south coast shows the correct number of 

bays, their size and the distance between them need correction (see Figure 11). 

                    

Both Koeman
30

 and Brommer
31

 accredit the original map depicting Swellengrebel’s travels to Pieter 

Cloete  (1756-1787) who accompanied Swellengrebel on his journey  to the eastern frontier  in 1779, 

and to Europe in 1779.  Forbes  initially accepted Koeman’s claim, but rejected its validity after he had 

examined the map himself. Likewise, Forbes also contested Godée Molsbergen’s conclusion that Cloete 

was the author of  both the journal of the expedition, and the map.
32

 According to Forbes it is unlikely 
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that Cloete played any significant part in the expedition either as he was, at the time of Swellengrebel’s 

eastward journey, still very young and unqualified.  Cloete only became an unpaid assistant surveyor in 

the service of the VOC in 1779 and his promotion to engineer with the rank of Ensign did not take effect 

until 1781.  Forbes is of the opinion that Swellengrebel wrote the journal himself and that the map of the 

journey is probably a compilation of Surveyor C F Brink of his own work and that of other official 

 

                     
 

     Figure 11:  Map of Swellengrebel’s journey maps (in red) superimposed on a modern  

map of South Africa. (Source: Koeman: Tabulae Geographicae, p. 52. Copyright for this 

image by URU-Explokart Research Group, University Utrecht). 

 

surveyors. It was probably given to Swellengrebel by Governor Van Plettenberg for use on his journey. 

The fact that the artist Johannes Schumacher was a member of Swellengrebel’s party which travelled to 

the eastern part of the country, also opens possibilities as regards the true origin of the map. 

 

 

R. J. GORDON’S MAPS AND DRAWINGS 1770-85 

 
The culmination of VOC cartography at the Cape was the remarkable Map no 3 of the Gordon 

Collection in the Prentenkabinet of the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam (see Figure 12).  Robert Jacob 

Gordon, a Dutchman of Scottish descent, was Commander of the Dutch garrison at the Cape from 1780 

to 1795.  He undertook four notable expeditions into the interior from 1777 to 1786 which he recorded 

in journals. 
33

 He also left behind a portfolio of important maps and charts,
34

 as well as exquisitely 

executed topographical drawings and sketches of the inhabitants of the country and its fauna and flora.
35

 

Gordon’s Map no 3, also known as Gordon’s “Great Map”, measures 180 x 196.5 cm  on a scale of 

approximately 1 : 750 000 . It covers Southern Africa eastwards to the Great Fish River and northwards 

to the Orange River and is drawn within the graticule of a modified cylindrical projection. In the west 

there is an extension north of the Orange River into the present Namibia which was copied from C.F. 

Brink’s map of Hops’ expedition referred to above.  The map depicts a large amount of finely drawn and 

accurately positioned topographical detail and contains numerous illustrations of the indigenous peoples 

and animals that are commented upon in copious notes.  A few small areas are incomplete and although 
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the southern coastline is only lightly drawn, it is a faithful representation.   The names of numerous 

farms and their owners are depicted and the barometrically ascertained elevations of over 36 points are 

shown.  The fact that Koeman refers to this map as one which “exhibits all the characteristics of an  

 

 
 

Figure 12:  Gordon’s Map no 3 of the Cape Colony. (Copyright for this image by the 

Rijksmuseum Prentenkabinet, Amsterdam, map RP-T-1914-17-3). . 

 

amateurish product”,
36

 probably stems from the fact that he never made a study of it himself. Forbes, 

who did, is of the opinion that  Gordon’s Map no 3 “ bears everywhere the stamp of authenticity 

complemented with the greatest accuracy obtainable under the circumstances in which it was 

compiled”
37

. 

 

Gordon’s life came to a tragic end when he, weakened by illness, committed suicide shortly after the 

surrender of the Cape to Britain in 1795.  Forbes states that Gordon was as instrumental as Van de 

Graaff and maybe even more so, in preventing the complete cartographic archives of the Cape from 
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falling into British hands.
38

  In January 1794 Gordon listed 143 maps, plans and topographic drawings in 

the castle at the Cape.  It is highly probable that of the 95 cartographic documents taken to England by 

his wife in 1797, many if not all belonged to the 143 listed three years earlier.
39

 Unfortunately for later 

generations, the larger part of Mrs Gordon’s consignment to England has not survived as there are now 

only 15 maps and one plan in the Gordon Collection in Amsterdam. 

 

It is not entirely clear whether Gordon drew Map no 3 himself, or whether the actual drawing was done 

by his German batman and artist, Johannes Schumacher, who accompanied him on all four his journeys 

into the interior. Certainly Schumacher was responsible for the execution of many of the beautiful 

panoramic drawings (some up to 4 m in length) which are associated with Gordon and his travels. 

 

 

J. C. FREDERICI’S MAP OF THE SOUTHERN COAST OF AFRICA, 1789-90 

 
Johann Christian Frederici was a military officer who arrived in the Cape in 1784 after he had been 

recruited by the VOC in Germany.  Governor Van de Graaff employed him as military surveyor and 

in 1791 he was promoted to the position of Lieutenant in the Cape Artillery.  Frederici  was 

responsible for many beautifully executed maps of the Cape, the most important being his map of the 

coastal area between Cape Agulhas and Algoa Bay, entitled Caerte van den Zuydelijken oever van 

Afrika  (see Figure 13). In the execution of this map he was assisted by Bombardier Josephus 

Jones.
40

 The fact that this map is one of only two
41

 to which Koeman dedicated separate, stand-alone 

articles 
42

 after his discovery of the collection of VOC maps in Delft, emphasises its importance.   

 

 
 

Figure 13:  J. C. Frederici’s map of the south coast of southern Africa, 1789-90. 

(Copyright for this image by the Dutch National Archives, 4, TOPO 15 11). 

 

Frederici’s map of the south coast of southern Africa  is drawn on a scale of approximately 1 : 120 

000;  measures 100 x 400 cm,  and depicts an area more than 400 km long and 40-50 km wide with 

considerable accuracy and detail (see Figure 14).  The coastline is well drawn and well placed in 

latitude and is better represented than on any earlier printed map or chart. An important attribute of 

this map is the depiction of all existing homesteads, the names of the relevant farms and owners, and 

the connecting roads between these settlements.  No other map provides such a detailed picture of 

the landscape at the time  and it is not strange that Koeman refers to it as “the best map dating from 

the 18
th
 and beginning of the 19

th
 centuries of the south coast of the Cape Colony (sic) known to us..” 

(my translation).
43
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An almost equivalent copy of Frederici and Jones’ map, copied and translated into English, is kept in 

the British National Archives.
44

 This map, which is of the same scale as the one in the Dutch 

Archives, was signed by the Commanding Royal Engineer at the Cape, Captain Henry Smart, on 4 

April 1816. It differs from the Dutch map in that the names of the farms and their owners do not 

                   
 

 Figure 14:  Frederici’s map (red) superimposed on a modern map of South Africa    (Source: 

Koeman: Tabulae Geographicae…, p. 56. Copyright for this image by URU-Explokart 

Research Group, University Utrecht). 

 

     appear on the map face but are listed  according to a numbering system on either side of the map. 

 

Various derived copies of Frederici and Jones’ map exist. One example is the almost similar map on 

a smaller scale drawn at the Cape by the military engineer Domenicus Michel Barbier, in which 

existing material relating to the western and eastern parts of the country was added.
45

  A copy of this 

map which was translated into English and brought to England by Capt Bridges, the Commanding 

Officer Royal Engineers  at the Cape  in 1801, is kept in the British Archives.
46

 A second derived 

copy of the original Frederici map is a map/chart in which the hydrographical surveys of the western 

and southern coasts executed  by François Renier Duminy are combined with Frederici’s and Jones’s 

survey of the interior.
47

  Duminy, a French naval officer who was also employed by Governor Van 

de Graaff, served in the VOC administration at the Cape from 1786 to 1795, initially as Equipage 

Master and later as Hydrographer and Harbour Master of the Cape Town and Simon’s Town 

Harbours.
48

  He completed various hydrographical surveys of the Cape coast and his influence is 

noticeable in Gordon’s Map no 3.  

 

 

GOVERNOR VAN DE GRAAFF’S OVERVIEW MAP OF THE CAPE, 1790 
 

Map 4.TOPO 15.116 in the Dutch National Archives is an overview map of the Cape Colony 

compiled by Governor van de Graaff  himself on a scale of 1 : 500 000 (see Figure 15). This drawing 

measures 60 x 150 cm and shows more detail than any other known earlier map.  The title mentions 

that it “was compiled from the best documents, at that time being in loco, by the Hon. Governor and 

Director of these Colonies C.J. van de Graaff 1785 to 1784”.
49

 What these sources were, is not clear 
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especially as the map bears on its reverse an inscription that it was made during the expedition with 

Governor van Plettenberg and copied from the map by Secretary De Wet.  Olof Gotlieb de Wet, who 

wrote the journal of the Van Plettenberg expedition, was not a surveyor and must therefore have 

obtained his map from someone else.  It is also obvious that additions to it were made after Van de 

 

 
 

Figure 15: Governor van de Graaff’s overview map of the Cape Colony, 1790. 

(Copyright for this image  by the Dutch National Archives, map 4. TOPO 15 116). 

 

Graaff’s death in 1812 as Theopolis, a  mission station established 1814 in the Eastern Cape  by the 

London Missionary Society, appears on the map. 

 

 

                 
 

Figure 16:  Van de Graaff’s overview map ( in red) superimposed on a modern map of South 

Africa.  (Source: Koeman: Tabulae Geographicae…, p. 64. Copyright for this image by URU-

Explokart Research Group, University Utrecht). 
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Koeman refers to  Van de Graaff’s map as the “first topographical map of the Colony”
50

 and believes 

that it was meant to serve all the governmental and defensive measures Van de Graaff had in mind.  

Brommer considers it Van de Graaff’s “magnum opus” and “the culmination of over one-and-a half 

centuries of mapping of the Cape”.
51

  Although the map is certainly impressive, Forbes considers its 

cartographic merits “questionable”, especially when compared with Gordon’s Map no 3.
52

  Facts 

which support this claim and also point to the Van de Graaff map’s composite origin, are that the 

length of a degree of longitude varies across the map; that a major town such as Graaff-Reinet 

appears in two different places, and that the Kariega River in the Eastern Cape is shown in four 

localities. 

 

 

JOHN BARROW’S MAP OF THE CAPE COLONY, 1801 
 

John Barrow’s map of 1801 was the first map of the Cape Colony to be published after Britain took 

possession of the Cape in 1795
53

 (see Figure 17). With the cartographical archive having been 

removed by Van de Graaff, and Gordon’s private collection transferred to England by his widow, the 

complete lack of topographical information on the country 
54

 compelled Barrow to undertake three 

travels into the interior of South Africa.  His travelogue containing his map was published in two 

volumes in 1801 and 1804  respectively. Although not a VOC product, his map is nevertheless 

important as it was for long considered the earliest relatively accurate map of the colony. As a 

published map,  Barrow’s map was widely disseminated and the information on it used by other 

cartographers and map publishers for many years. 

       

              

 
 

                   Figure 17:  John Barrow’s map of the Cape Colony, 1801. 
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Barrow was almost entirely ignorant of the extensive surveys that had been undertaken by trained 

surveyors during the Dutch period, and his only mention of a professional map drawn under Dutch 

auspices is of Frederici’s Map of the south coast. 
55

 His own mapping method was that of the 

compass traverse, with distances estimated by the average speed of an ox-waggon over varying types 

of country. His latitudes were determined by solar observations at intervals of about 35 km, and his 

longitudes were estimated by dead-reckoning. 
56

 In spite of this rather inaccurate fixing of points, his 

map contains no major inaccuracies (see Figure 18).  

 

                    
 

Figure 18:  Barrow’s map (in red) superimposed on a modern map of South Africa.  

(Source: Koeman: Tabulae Geographicae…, p. 60. Copyright for this image by URU-

Explokart Research Group, University Utrecht). 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

The maps referred to in this paper show a surprising degree of professionalism given the scarcity of 

topographical information on the interior of southern Africa  in the 17
th
  and 18

th
 centuries. They also 

show a gradual increase in the amount of detail and accuracy with which the country was mapped as 

is shown by Koeman in the comparison map he published for each.
57

 From these maps it is clear that 

the VOC cartographers at the Cape initially followed the European tradition to map the southern and 

southeastern coastlines too far to the north and to the west, a fact which undoubtedly contributed to 

the large number of shipwrecks along the coast. This error was, however, gradually amended and in 

Van de Graaff’s and Barrow’s maps this situation is even reversed in that the southeastern coastline 

is plotted too far to the east. 

 

Two important stylistic developments are visible on the VOC maps of the Cape; the one being the 

way in which the relief is represented, and the other the way in which colour is used.  The 

topography of the Cape shows marked relief differences over short distances and representing the 

third dimension by means of hill-shading was a technique which was, at that stage, hardly used in 

Europe.
58

  The representation of relief was further enhanced by the creative use of colour. Koeman is 

of the opinion that the relevant cartographers, knowing that the maps were manuscript maps which 

would never be published, applied colour more freely than what would have been the case otherwise. 
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The 18
th
 century VOC maps of the Cape merit more attention. Cornelis Koeman was an historical 

cartographer of international repute and his opinion that the Cape of Good Hope was by the end of 

the 18th century “better mapped than any other area outside Europe”, 
59

 should not be taken lightly. 
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