
Notable Maps of the Cape of Good Hope 

We describe a set of notable printed maps of the Cape of Good Hope, which we aim to exhibit at the 

2015 International Map Collectors' Society (www.2015imcos.com). Hopefully the maps web pages 

will be a useful orientation for anyone unfamiliar with maps of the Cape and who may be considering 

attending symposium. The PDF report of the collection will serve as a catalogue of the exhibition 

The Cape of Good Hope is a small promontory at the southern tip of the peninsula at the most south-

westerly point of Africa. It is a few hundred metres south-west of Cape Point, the popular tourist 

attraction with the lighthouse. The Cape was known to the first Portuguese sailors as the Cape of 

Storms but, with the exciting prospect of a new trade route to India and the Far East, it became 

known as the Cape of Good Hope (CoGH).  

 
Cape of Good Hope on left (west) and Cape Point on the right 

 

The CoGH became synonymous with the Cape Colony, the colonial-controlled territory about the 

small settlement, below Table Mountain which was established in 1652 by the Dutch United East 

India Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie, VOC). With time, the growing settlement 

developed into an annexed colony under control of the Dutch VOC (1652 - 1795), the British (1795 - 

1802), the Dutch Batavian government (1803 - 1806) and then the British again (1806 - 1961). The 

expansion of the CoGH up to the second British occupation is shown cartographically by Eric Walker, 

the historian – see figure below.  

The expanding borders of the Cape Colony (AKA Cape of Good Hope) 1652 - 1806
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In our set of notable maps, we have taken the CoGH to be the colonial territory that 

developed and was managed from Cape Town, about 50km (30 miles) almost due north of the actual 

Cape of Good Hope. We have selected published maps dedicated to this territory; from the first, 

published more than a century after its discovery, until the arrival of the English settlers in 1820. In 

1824, a small group of British settlers established Port Natal, at today’s Durban; and from about 1834 

groups of thousands of discontented Dutch-speaking farmers, known as Voortrekkers (pioneers), left 

the colony and participated in the Great Trek in order to establish farms away from British control. 

Most maps of Southern Africa from about 1820 included territories that no longer really could be 

considered the CoGH; notable maps of this era are described in an article by Eli Liebenberg.2 

The brief cartobibliography of our set of notable maps of the CoGH is provided – see map index and 

the PDF catalogue; the map web pages and the catalogue were created by Recollector 

(http://www.collectingcatalog.com/). We thank the organisations and individuals who have granted 

permission for us to publish their map images. 
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 Eric Walker, Historical Atlas of South Africa. (London: Humphrey Milford Oxford University Press, 1922), map 
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 Elri Liebenberg, The Mapping of South Africa 1813-1912  in R. C. Fisher, ed, History of Surveying and 
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